
 

Australia is the EU's primary rapeseed 

supplier in 2021/22  
 

Berlin, 21 July 2022 – At 5.3 million tonnes, EU-27 rapeseed imports from non-

EU countries fell just less than 500,000 tonnes short of the previous year's 

volume. Canada, the main supplier, lost much of its importance due to a small 

harvest. By contrast, Australia increased its market share considerably. 

However, the rise was not big enough to offset the decline in deliveries from 

Ukraine.  

 

Although the EU rapeseed harvest was somewhat larger in 2021 than 2020, total 

supply in the EU-27 in the 2021/22 marketing year – estimated at 22.8 million tonnes 

– was around 1.2 tonnes smaller than that in the 2020/21 marketing year. The drop 

was due to lower beginning stocks. Demand from oil mills was initially covered by EU 

production. However, starting in the first half of the marketing year, the rapeseed 

volumes required to utilise the mills to their full capacity increasingly had to be 

imported from Australia, Ukraine and Canada.  

 

According to investigations conducted by Agrarmarkt Informations-Gesellschaft 

(mbH), Canada's 2021/22 shipments of 611,300 tonnes were down around 71 per 

cent on 2020/21 due to the smaller supply that resulted from the drop in rapeseed 

harvested. This means that the share of Canadian origins in total imports dropped 

from 32 per cent in 2020/21 to merely 11 per cent, whereas deliveries from Australia 

surged 45 per cent to 2.9 million tonnes. In other words, the share of Australian 

commodity in total imports increased 19 percentage points to 53 per cent.  

 

Another reason for the strong increase in Australian shipments was the Russian 

invasion in Ukraine at the end of February. Until the war started, the European Union 

imported around 1.6 million tonnes of rapeseed from Ukraine each year and 

Ukraine's share in EU imports amounted to just less than 50 per cent. In view of 

blockaded ports, however, exports from the Black Sea region stopped in the weeks 

that followed. As a result, Australia became more and more important as a supplier, 

and producer prices soared to record levels. Only small volumes of rapeseed left 

Ukraine also in the months that followed. In the 2021/22 marketing year, Ukrainian 

deliveries totalled just less than 1.7 million tonnes. This compares to 2 million tonnes 

a year earlier. 
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Quick information on UFOP e. V.: 

The Union for the Promotion of Oil and Protein Plants e. V. (UFOP) represents the political interests of companies, associations 
and institutions involved in the production, processing and marketing of domestic oil and protein plants in national and international 
bodies. UFOP supports research to optimise agricultural production and for the development of new recycling opportunities in the 
food, non-food and feed sectors. UFOP public relations aim to promote the marketing of domestic oil and protein plant end 
products. 
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